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The mission of St. Andrew’s Church is to embody God’s love for the world 
through Jesus Christ.
St. Andrew’s joyfully and unconditionally welcomes everyone to God’s table 
as we strive to feed God’s children spiritually and physically. We engage in 
the world around us, celebrating God’s word and Christ’s love. Steeped in 
the rich heritage of our liturgy and music, we worship in a beautiful historic 
building in downtown Ann Arbor. Through challenging sermons, a vibrant 
church school, and a stimulating adult education program, we seek to gain a 
deeper understanding of God’s holy mysteries.

Vision Statement
Approved by the Vestry, January 25, 2011

2018 Parish Statistics
Services

Holy Eucharist
  Sundays 158 
  Weekdays 176 
  Private 164
Daily Office
  Sundays 33
  Weekdays 51
Other Offices/Private 124
 Total Services 699

Baptisms
Children 13
Adults 2
 Total Baptisms 15

Other
Confirmations 20
Received by the Bishop  0
Reaffirmed by the Bishop 0
 Total confirmed, received and reaffirmed 20
Burials 23
Weddings 11

Parish Families
Mailing Units 625
Church School Families 105
Children Enrolled 116

Special Note of Interest
Average Sunday Attendance 285
Easter Attendance 899
Christmas Eve & Day Attendance 785
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1. Prayer ................................................................................................................The Rev. Sally Boelter
2. Organization ................................................................................................................Fr. Alan Gibson
  -- Certification of Quorum
  -- Appointments: Secretary, Parliamentarian, Judges of Elections
  -- Introductions of Clergy and Staff
  -- Minutes of the 2018 Meeting
3. Elections ..................................................................................................................... Bruce Robinson
  -- Briefing on Nomination and Election Procedures
  -- Nominations to the Vestry, class of 2022 (from the Nominating Committee)
  -- Nominations for Delegates to 2019 Diocesan Convention and Representative 
        to Huron Valley Deanery (from the Nominating Committee)
4. Balloting
  -- Elections require a minimum of 50% of the votes. 
  -- Balloting will continue as necessary as the transaction of business proceeds. 
5. Reports
  -- Senior Warden: Bruce Robinson
  -- Breakfast Director: Morgan Battle
  -- Organ Steering Committee: Michael Field, Harry McLaughlin
6. Finance
  -- Year End Financial Results
  -- Presentation of the 2019 Budget
7. Acknowledgement of Written Reports
8.  Report on Elections
9.   Matters Arising
10.  Dismissal

2019 Annual Meeting Agenda
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Parishioners of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor, 
met in the Parish Hall for their Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
January 28, 2018 at 11:30 a.m.
The Rev. Sally Boelter offered opening prayers.
The Rev. Alan Gibson recognized the presence of a quorum.  
He then appointed Steve Feenstra as parliamentarian for the 
meeting and Allan Stillwagon, secretary.  Chuck Ferguson, 
Dave Skaff, Marcia Sojkowski and Bob Westveer served as 
election judges.
The minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting were accepted, on 
a motion by Charles Witke, seconded by Jackie Doneghy.  
The minutes as well as the several committee and ministry 
reports had been posted earlier to the St. Andrew’s website.  
Paper copies were available at the meeting, and are attached 
to these minutes.
Members of the church staff were introduced, and received 
appreciative applause for their work.

Elections
Senior Warden, Georgiana Siehl described the election pro-
cedures, then introduced the candidates for vestry:  Ransom 
Duncan, Judy Dyer, Mary Edwards, Elaine Gazda, Sarah 
Inwood, and Jude Wilson.  The candidates for Convention 
Delegate and alternate delegate were Carol Bennett, Larry 
Tweedle and Margaret Wessel Walker.  Four persons were 
to be elected for three year terms.
Ballots were cast, and the judges retired for the counting.  

The Senior Warden
Senior Warden, Georgiana Siehl reviewed the written re-
port she had submitted earlier to the parish, emphasizing 
her gratitude for Fr. Alan’s ten years of spiritual leadership.  
She praised the remarkable number and variety of activities 
in the parish, and the extraordinary number and dedication 
of hundreds of volunteers – including clergy, the choirs, the 
church school, theatrical ministries, and many members of 
standing committees, including finance, stewardship, the or-
gan committee, and the vestry.

The Breakfast Program
Breakfast Program Director Morgan Battle, whose report 
was distributed before the meeting, expressed her gratitude 
for the service of more than 650 volunteers.  

The Organ Replacement
Michael Field and Harry McLaughlin reviewed the continu-
ing success of the organ campaign.  It has been two years 
since the down payment on a new instrument was made.  
A recent $65,000 challenge grant, when met, will bring the 
campaign to its welcome conclusion.  Ninety-five percent of 
the cost of the organ and modest remodeling - $1,875,000 
– has been pledged.  Site preparation will require several 
months of work, followed by installation and extensive tun-
ing of the pipes.  Commissioning will take place in 2020. 

Financial Reports
Treasurer, Norm Richert presented his annual commentary 
on the complete financial reports, including income and ex-
penses for 2017, the 2018 budget and a report of changes in 
fund assets.  He invited questions, and reminded the parish 
of the financial challenges that lie ahead.  Both the rector 
and treasurer urged parishioners to look closely at the parish 
statistics and financial results as they consider their support 
in the years ahead.  

Election Results
The ballots having been tallied, the election judges reported 
the choice of new members of the vestry:  Ransom Duncan, 
Judy Dyer, Mary Edwards, Jude Wilson.  Margaret Wessel 
Walker will serve as Diocesan Delegate and Huron Valley 
Deanery representative, with Carol Bennett as alternate. 
There being no additional business to be addressed, JoAnn 
Socha moved for adjournment, Harry McLaughlin second-
ed, and the meeting closed at 12:47 p.m.
Respectfully, 
Allan Stillwagon, Clerk of the Vestry

Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting of the Parish
Sunday, January 28, 2018
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Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee, consisting of Julie Case, 
Frank Gordon, Amy Porter, Lucy Richert, Paul Wise, Allen 
Woodford, and chairperson Bruce Robinson wish to submit 
this list of candidates for the open positions of the Vestry 
and Convention Delegate/Alternate, to be chosen by the St. 
Andrew’s parishioners at the Annual Meeting to be held on 
January 27, 2019.
The Committee presents the following as worthy candidates 
for the Vestry Class of 2022:
  Trent Collier, Darwin Matthews, Sandra Murchison, 
  Ron Slone, Luke Thompson, Susan Wakefield

And the following as worthy candidates for the Convention 
Delegate/Alternate:
  Ann Garvin, Sarah Inwood

The Vestry
The following members of the Vestry are retiring after three 
years of service to St. Andrew’s:
  Julie Case, Frank Gordon, Amy Porter, 
  Paul Wise, Allen Woodford

The following Diocesan Convention Delegates/Huron 
Valley Deanery Representatives are retiring after 
three years of service to St. Andrew’s:
  Lucy Richert

The thanks of the congregation, the Vestry, and Rector are 
extended to each of them for their efforts on behalf of Christ 
and His Church at St. Andrew’s.

The following Vestry members remain:
Jackie Doneghy  January, 2020
Ola Kolawole  January, 2020
Bruce Robinson  January, 2020
JoAnn Socha  January, 2020

Ransom Duncan  January, 2021
Judy Dyer   January, 2021
Mary Edwards  January, 2021
Jude Wilson  January, 2021

The following Diocesan Convention Delegates/Huron Val-
ley Deanery Representatives remain:

Katherine Beck-Ei  January, 2020
Margaret Wessel Walker January, 2021

Reports of the St. Andrew’s Vestry
Vestry Summary

St. Andrew’s Vestry is comprised of twelve parishioners who 
are elected to a three year term at the annual parish meet-
ing. Along with the rector, treasurer, and clerk, the Vestry 
meets on a monthly basis to discuss church business and 
make administrative decisions regarding budgets and main-
taining the facility.  The Vestry is committed to making St. 
Andrew’s a welcoming place for people looking for a church 
family. They strive to be good stewards of the gifts of time, 
talent, and money that our church community provides.

Security
In 2018, the Vestry focused on safety and security proce-
dures.  Officers from the AAPD were invited several times 
to describe security measures practiced by the AAPD and 
other local churches.  Parishioners were invited to attend the 
sessions to provide feedback. The ALICE program (Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) was discussed and 
adopted. The balcony has been closed.  Ushers and greet-
ers received training and put new practices in place during 
services. The vestry continued to review the new security 
policies. 

Diversity and Inclusion
The Diversity and Inclusion Committee conducted a survey 
about inclusion in the church.  The responses were shared 
with the congregation and an invitation was extended for 
others to join in the planning of further discussions, book 
readings, and videos.   A series of programs were created 
entitled, Black and White in Ann Arbor: It’s Not What You 
Think It Is. The objective of the programs was to encour-
age the community to become more mindful/self aware and 
action oriented around race issues within a safe space.  The 
programs have been well attended by parishioners and the 
Ann Arbor community at large. 

Facility Management
The Finance Committee approved the expenditures for side-
walk slab replacements requested by the city and the removal 
of the last large oak tree at the back of the property.  Money 
was approved to assess and repair the clerestory windows. 

Finances and Stewardship
See further details within the annual report. 

Future
The 2019 Vestry will take up the task of creating other means 
of income such as developing a legacy fund.  The AAPD 
may return to review the safety procedures put in place. 
 -- Carmela Brown, Clerk of the Vestry
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We have much to be thankful for as we begin another year at 
St. Andrew’s, the 192nd for this parish. What a vibrant and 
engaged community. The vestry and I are honored to do our 
small part. Here are some activities and highlights looking 
back on 2018 and forward into this year. 
The number of parish families has stayed stable and speaks 
well to our future that attendance of younger families, es-
pecially at the 9:15 am service, has been great. Fr. Alan led 
confirmation classes in the fall, with 20 teens and adults 
confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church by Bishop 
Wendell Gibbs in November. 
We are blessed to have our clergy, talented and devoted as 
they are. Please join me in congratulating Reverend Alan 
Gibson as 2018 marked his 10th anniversary as Rector at St. 
Andrew’s! Heartfelt thanks as well to our Priest Associates 
the Revs. Sally Boelter and Charles Witke, Priest Assisting 
the Rev. Walter LaBatt, and Priest Assisting Lew Towler, 
who’s now retired. 
Things run smoothly at St. Andrew’s because of our staff’s 
work and dedication behind the scenes. Warmest thanks to 
Kathy McPherson (parish administrator), Kate Riedel (com-
munications), Kim Tucker-Grey (finance administrator), 
Matthew Marsh (sexton), and Carla Webb (housekeeper). 
Under the leadership of Deborah Friauff, Director of Music, 
our music ministry is such a rich part of worship to so many 
of us. Carol Andrews-Ferguson is so skilled as Director of 
Children and Youth Ministries, handling competing needs of 
busy families with seemingly endless patience. Along with 
you all, I’d like to give a special thanks to Nancy Heusel, our 
Director of Theatrical Ministries, who has just celebrated 50 
years of leading our Christmas pageants! What a cherished 
role she’s had in the lives of so many of our children and 
families. Thanks too, to Morgan Battle for her continued 
skilled leadership as director of the Breakfast Program at 
St. Andrew’s. The Breakfast Program continues its outreach 
to the community, every day since 1982, as a separate non-
profit organization offering its services at our church. 
I would like to thank fellow members of the Vestry for their 
work this past year.  As Senior Warden I feel privileged to 
be part of this committed group of leaders.  We are a good 
team!  In our monthly meetings we don’t always agree but 
we are respectful of one another’s opinions.  Thanks to the 
following members who have completed their three years 
of service  on the Vestry:  Julie Case, Junior Warden; Frank 
Gordon, Amy Porter, Paul Wise and Allen Woodford.  
Thank you also to our retiring Convention Delegate, Lucy 
Richert and Alternate, Jonathan Gardner.
Many thanks to those persons supporting the ministry and 
fulfilling governance roles for the Vestry:  Norman Richert, 
Treasurer; Julie Case, Junior Warden and Chair of the 
Finance Committee; Allan Stillwagon, who stepped down 
from his role as Vestry and Annual Meeting secretary after 
eight and a half years. He has long fulfilled this role, duti-
fully of course, but also with a great deal of patience and 

Report of the Senior Warden

humor. Thanks also to Carmela Brown who’s taking over as 
our new vestry secretary.
Thanks, too, to Dave McCreadie and Charles Carlson as co-
chairs of our Annual Giving Campaign for their thoughtful 
contributions to our annual budget process.
Turning to finances, these remain strong and we are more 
fortunate than many other parishes. That said, our biggest 
challenge is that pledge income lags about 10% short of goal 
for the annual operating fund. While this predicament is not 
new or worse, it’s not improving either, and the vestry will 
soon redouble efforts towards finding a solution to this on-
going challenge. Ideas from any or all are welcome. 
Planning for inevitable repairs to our beautiful building 
needs to be kept in mind. We anticipate a substantial outlay 
in coming years to repair or replace parts of the clerestory 
(section of wall with windows high in the church), much of 
which contain original wood. We are so grateful for unre-
stricted gifts and bequests by parishioners that will help 
cover expenses such as the clerestory repair and others as 
they arise. 
Despite cuts to our outreach budget due to the operating 
fund deficit, outreach from our parishioners has been spir-
ited as ever. Amidst all our ministries, I want to highlight 
one that launched this past year, the Social Justice Ministry 
(SJM). In 2017, the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan under-
took a program to promote diversity and inclusion. Members 
of our parish stepped forward passionately to form the SJM. 
Their first program is ‘Black and White in Ann Arbor: It’s 
not what you think,’ to challenge us to greater understanding 
of the complexities of black-white relations in Ann Arbor. 
The first two interactive lectures took place in the fall, with 
great attendance from our parishioners and the community. 
The last two will be in the spring. Please join me in thank-
ing Jackie Doneghy, Ola Kolawole, Leslie Stainton, Donna 
Wessel Walker, and Paul Wise for launching and leading our 
SJM. I’m sure they’ll welcome input from any of you as the 
ministry moves forward. 
What a thrill that we’ve reached the fundraising goal for the 
new organ! Thanks immensely to those who have contribut-
ed or pledged, and to Michael Field, Harry McLaughlin, and 
the Organ Committee for your tireless work over these past 
few years spearheading this initiative. The new ‘tracker’ or-
gan could last hundreds of years, and should be much less 
expensive over time than repairing or replacing our electro-
pneumatic organ installed in 1971, with many parts which 
no longer work. We look forward to joyous music when the 
new organ is ready for use in 2020/2021.  
We take seriously our commitment to ensuring the St. 
Andrew’s community is as safe as possible in our modern 
world. The Ann Arbor Police visited and reviewed securi-
ty with the congregation in mid-2018. Staff and our ushers 
have implemented updates to procedures. The police will 
visit again early in 2019 to answer any additional questions. 
In December, the vestry approved the new diocesan policy: 



8

‘Safe Church: Creating a healthy environment for children, 
youth, and vulnerable adults.’ This is a comprehensive poli-
cy guiding implementation of best practices, covering train-
ing for church personnel, including volunteers, as well as 
prevention and reporting standards. A link to the policy will 
be placed on the church website in the near future. 
Lastly, for those of you who want to be more active in the 
church community, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We’d 
be very happy to help you find your place. Our vision state-
ment begins and concludes with, ‘St. Andrew’s joyfully and 
unconditionally welcomes everyone to God’s table…as we 
seek to gain understanding of God’s holy mysteries.’  The 
vestry and I are so grateful to be a part of the St. Andrew’s 
community, striving to be a welcoming and warm space for 
all as we continue our journey. 
 -- Bruce Robinson,
   Senior Warden

Safe Church Policy Adoption

Known as “Safe Church: Creating a Healthy Environment for 
Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adults”, the intent of this 
policy is to demonstrate the commitment of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Michigan to safeguard ALL of God’s children, 
with an emphasis on children, youth, and vulnerable adults 
with whom it interacts, from sexual, physical and/or personal 
abuse or exploitation.  
It establishes the importance of providing training programs 
(supported by standards, guidelines, procedures and pro-
tocols) to create a safe environment for those to whom we 
minister, and for our own personal protection. The Diocese 
of Michigan acknowledges its responsibilities in providing 
these essential pro-active tools, and its duty to appropriately 
and lawfully comply with the investigation and reporting of 
any allegations, reports, or suspicions of any abuse by any 
representative of the Church, or by any other person with 
whom the representative(s) may interact in their ministry 
with the Church. 
This policy enables the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan to: 

• Promote best practices and pro-actively work in a way 
that can prevent harm, abuse, coercion to or exploitation 
of any vulnerable person 

• Ensure that any allegations of abuse or suspicion are 
dealt with appropriately and in compliance with the 
Canons of the Diocese of Michigan and the laws of the 
State of Michigan 

• Take appropriate measures to prevent or stop an abuse 
from occurring, including the requirement to attend 
training sessions, make application for various positions, 
and undergo various personal and background checks. 

Living into our Baptismal Covenant, the Episcopal Diocese 
of Michigan, and its affiliated congregations, and other en-
tities, strive for justice and peace among all people and to 
respect the dignity of every human being.    

Excerpted from Safe Church: Creating a Healthy 
Environment for Children, Youth,  

and Vulnerable Adults

The Vestry adopted the “Safe Church: Creating a Healthy 
Environment for Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adults” 
policy of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan on December 
18, 2018.
A full copy of this policy is available in the church office and 
online at edomi.org.
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Report of the Stewardship Committee
2018 Annual Giving Campaign

Co-Chairs: Chuck Carlson, Dave McCreadie 

Committee Members: Scott Gerstenberger, Alan Gibson, Norm Richert, Harry McLaughlin, Derek Peterson
The Stewardship Committee is grateful for the continued partnership of the St. Andrew’s family in giving their time, tal-
ents, and financial resources to maintain and grow our parish ministries and spiritual home.  As always, there is a never-
ending need for God’s work in the world; we are thankful for what the St. Andrew’s family has done in 2018 and pledges 
to do for 2019.

2019 Campaign Goals
A.  $900,000 in pledge commitments.
B.  Increase the number of pledges, working towards full participation of the parish. 

Activities
A.  Network articles September – January for campaign awareness and upcoming events.
B.  Compose, print and mail campaign tri-fold and pledge card
C.  Mailings to seek and solicit pledge responses for 2019 campaign.
D.  Colorful, full-page stewardship bulletin covers on successive Sundays in September-October 
  (special thanks to Kate Riedel and Kathy McPherson for these!)
E.  Pulpit talks supporting the color bulletin facers (Dave Hunsche, Becky Peterson, Mark Hildebrandt, 
  Dave McCreadie) – thank you to all!
F.  Stewardship breakfast fellowship gatherings – Sept. 16 and Sept. 23
G.  Fr. Alan’s Annual Giving Sermon; October 14.
H.  Pledge Card Sunday, October 21.
I.  Multiple phone campaigns to families whom had not yet pledged (November, December, January)

Current Status
As of 1/22/19, 275 pledges have been received for a 
total of $766,220.  This includes $28,420 in new dol-
lars – dollars not received in 2018.  At the same time 
last year, we had we had 268 pledges for $777,137.  We 
are currently at just over 85% of our goal of $900,000.

Overall Summary
•  The Committee is grateful for the continued generosity of the members of St. Andrew’s – especially considering 

the average increase (3%) in pledge amounts compared to last year.
•  Almost half (42.6%) of the members at St. Andrew’s have continued to sustain financial stewardship.
•  The shortfall to our target of $900,000 will again cause St. Andrew’s to draw against its investment savings in 2019; 

this is an unsustainable habit we have fallen into in the last several years.  Going forward, we must increase our 
pledge giving or make necessary reductions in our operations/ministry spending to balance our budget.

•  As Committee members look ahead to the work for the next Campaign (2020), we urge the members of the par-
ish to participate and to give us feedback.  We are always open to suggestions on how we can improve the Pledge 
Campaign and make it more effective.  If you would like to respond, please contact any of the committee members 
listed above.

• Special thanks as always to Kathy McPherson and Kate Riedel, who help our committee in many significant 
ways.  We couldn’t run the Stewardship campaign without their support!

 -- Chuck Carlson and Dave McCreadie

Financial information will be available at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27.
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Curriculum Summary
All lessons are supplemented with activities and content that 
mirror the liturgical seasons and events at St. Andrew’s such 
as All Saints, St. Francis of Assisi, our patron saint Andrew; 
and special lessons for Advent and Lent. 

Godly Play® Preschool & Kindergarten/1st Grade
An interactive and sensory approach that shares Bible sto-
ries, encouraging children’s exploration of their thoughts, 
ideas and feelings about the story in imaginative and playful 
worship. Lessons are developed from Sonya Stewart’s books 
“Young Children and Worship” and “Following Jesus.”

EEC Episcopal Children’s Curriculum®  2nd - 6th Grade
A thematic curriculum designed to follow the overall Biblical 
narrative with Bible based and liturgically oriented lessons 
over a three-year cycle. Lessons structured on four founda-
tions: Old Testament, New Testament, Sacraments, and the 
Church. Fourth and Fifth Grades use “Covenant Times” – a 
modern day approach to sharing Biblical stories.

Journey to Adulthood® 7th - 12th Grade
This mainstay youth faith formation curriculum is a six-year 
program that runs in three two-year cycles, building a strong 
sense of community through Sunday lessons, Bible study, 
prayer, outreach, ministry, and social outings. 
Years 1 & 2:  Rite 13 Years 3 & 4:  J2A Years 5 & 6:  YAC

Overview for 2018
More than 100 children and youth regularly attend the 
Church School and Youth Programs.  Several new families 
attend the 9:15 family service and also participate in the 
Church School program. 

Releasing the Wonder … Teachers invite listeners, suspend 
ordinary time and create a special place for wonder to  
unfold.  Whether in pre-school or high school, teachers  
ready the environment for learners to share their voice in the 
“wonder that is the heart of worship of the God of creation.”
Elaine M. Ward  “Church Teachers” June/Aug 1992, Virginia 
Theological Seminary Teacher Background 2009

2018-2019 Teaching Team 

The Reverend Charles Witke,  
Priest Associate

The past year brought numerous opportunities to engage 
with our parish community.  As always, participating in the 
Sunday and week day liturgies remains a big part of my ac-
tivity;  regular preaching opportunities, together with Bible 
Study, keep me engaged with our foundational texts, which 
I much value doing.  Hospital and nursing home and retire-
ment home visits, a somewhat unseen part of parish life, 

Reports from St. Andrew’s Clergy

Report of the Church School at St. Andrew’s 
The mission of our Church School is to nurture the gift of faith as we share the good news of Jesus Christ.

Nursery 
Olivia Tikker, Anna Scott, 
Jessica Skaff
Morning Glories Preschool 
Jessica & Rob Gronemeyer  
Liz & Kyle Halgren 
Assisted by: Tricia Guest
John McLaughlin
Kindergarten & 1st Grades
Danielle Augsburger
Sandra Murchison
Becky Peterson 
Ann Scott
2nd / 3rd  / 4th Grades
Linda Hastings
Roshayne Jaimon
Assisted by: Michelle Evans 
5th  & 6th  Grades
Sarah Inwood
Jean McKim
Milbourne Taylor

Rite 13+J2A (7th-9th Grades)  
Suzy Bender
Mary Jane Medlock
Milbourne Taylor
J2A (9th-10th Grades)
Steve Hastings 
Assisted by: Sue McCreadie
YAC (10th-11th Grades) 
Andrea & Ransom Duncan
Chris Watson
HS Seniors (12th Grade)  
Monica Dering (Mentor)
Assisted by: Dar Matthews 
& Norm Richert 5th Sunday 
Breakfast Program
Young Adult Assistants
Bola Kolawole
Daphne Matthews
Phoebe Matthews
Elizabeth Merz
Eleanor Niman
Carolyn Sackett
Anna Scott

continue, as do the recurring memorial services of those 
going on before us.  Spiritual direction remains another op-
portunity to offer time to those who seek it.  And our weekly 
staff meetings are reminders for me of how much our parish 
depends on those who work in so many ways to contribute 
to what all of us are here for.  I continue to be grateful for the 
colleagues and their support in this place.
 -- The Rev’d Charles Witke
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Each respective class utilizes a teaching rotation sched-
ule.  Parents and young adults in the church, primarily high 
school seniors and college students, assist on a regular basis 
in several classrooms.

Communications
Weekly Church School announcements are emailed to fami-
lies with the latest happenings. Articles in The Network 
highlight classroom activities and church school events. 
Grade specific communications to families include lesson 
overviews and may also highlight special projects or events 
for a particular classroom.

Children Preschool - Fifth Grade

Special Events in 2018
Prayer Loom: Parishioners were invited to weave col-
orful yarn and offer a visual representation of prayers on 
the Chapel’s Prayer Loom during Lent.  Thank you to Phil 
MacBride for the design and creation of the loom that will 
last for years to come.
Christian Passover:  Each classroom celebrated with their 
own meal and reflection on Lent incorporating elements of 
the Seder with the Christian tradition of Christ’s last supper.
Summertime Storytime: Special Places, Sacred Spaces 
and Divine Faces was the theme for our summer program.  
Toddler-Sized Chapel Nativity: Elements from the 
Christmas story were brought to the stable each week to 
complete the Nativity on Epiphany.

Formation Activities in 2018
Family Service: The 9:15 am family service in the Chapel 
continues to provide a relaxed and informal worship setting 
for our youngest children and their families. The service 
follows a traditional Eucharistic format each Sunday and 
creates  a joyful, child friendly worship experience where 
children are encouraged to express themselves in their own 
special way.  Baptisms, grandparent visits, and extended 
family members young at heart, contribute to this favor-
ite service with attendance of upwards of 40 people each 
Sunday.
Vacation Bible School: Campers in ‘young fives’ through 
5th grade shared the Bible-time experience “Called To Be 
Disciples, 27 A.D.”. Volunteers of all ages worked in vari-
ous roles as craft shopkeepers and teen apprentices, group 
leaders, game leaders, childcare providers, and actors in the 
drama troupe. 
Faith Explorers: Interactive on-site field trips to the 
Sanctuary helped children learn about the “treasures of St. 
Andrew’s and Episcopal life” as they explored a variety of 
themes including Angels of the Bible, Bells of St. Andrew’s 
and Follow the Star with Fr. Alan and the Rev. Sally Boelter. 

Outreach
The Church School stresses the importance of reaching out 
to others and has sponsored a foster child for nearly 35 years 
(currently Kalid Nazif Abajehad in Ethiopia) through Plan 

USA. All ages are encouraged to reach out to others with 
compassion and care, individually, as families, as a class and 
as the entire Church School with local and global initiatives:

• Hand-made valentine cards were crafted and 
mailed to housebound parishioners.

• The “Head to Toe” Lenten Service Project col-
lected personal care and cleaning products for SOS 
Community Services.

• The Advent Service Project collected new and gen-
tly used winter clothing items for Orchard Children 
Services.

• Classroom Outreach Fundraisers: Stockings for 
Chickens, ER&D for African families, Care pack-
ages for Breakfast guests, snacks for Kalid.

Youth  Sixth - Twelfth Grade
The fall of 2018 commenced a new phase for each of the 
three youth groups.  
Rite13/J2A (Grades 7-9) began their studies exploring what it 
means to have a personal relationship with God. Discussions 
on love, faith, hope, truth, doubt and humility are planned to 
examine the qualities that make for a meaningful relation-
ship, especially on the path to “knowing God.” Parents and 
youth will begin considering future pilgrimage or mission 
trip options. 
The YAC group (Grades 10-11) concluded four years 
of study with their capstone Pilgrimage to San Diego, 
California in June 2018.  Many in this age group also par-
ticipated in Confirmation preparation classes during the fall 
months leading to Confirmation with the Bishop’s visit in 
November.  The group is exploring the many ways as young 
adults they can be a part of the life of the parish. They’ll con-
tinue to discern and employ tools to navigate these exciting 
and challenging times. 
The High School Seniors survey their options as they pre-
pare for their post high school plans.  They remain commit-
ted to participation in many adult ministries in the church as 
well as enjoy a range of fun get-togethers and gatherings of 
a more discerning nature. Their focus for the year is sym-
bolically reflected in the “self-care toolbox” they made as 
a reminder to recognize times of stress, practice self-care, 
honor our struggles, remain whole, and to celebrate our be-
ing and God’s ever presence in our lives.  The group of ten 
high school seniors, class of 2019 and also a number of 2018 
grads, keep a close circle of communication and see each 
other during school breaks.

Rite 13 Celebration
Members from the class were honored with a rehearsal din-
ner and Liturgy Celebration of God’s Gift of Manhood and 
Womanhood in May. Youth explored the context and mean-
ing of the words in this special liturgy that recognizes the 
rite of passage from childhood into adulthood. Parishioners 
submitted Words of Wisdom for the class members.
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Youth Formation Activities in 2018
Fundraisers:  Carnivale breakfast, dinner for the Annie 
Supper Theater, brunch for the matinee performance of 
Our Town in October, Thanksgiving Pie Sale with Grand 
Traverse Pie Company, and the St. Nicholas Party Luncheon. 
A special thank you to Nancy Heusel for her theatrical en-
deavors and support of the youth fundraisers at these events. 
Clergy Visits:  Fr. Alan visits the youth classes on a reg-
ular basis especially the groups preparing for Pilgrimage.  
Discussions include topics on spirituality, religion, and his 
own personal faith experiences and journey. This is a ca-
sual, informal setting that encourages class members to ask 
challenging questions and share concerns.  The Rev. Sally 
B. also visits the classrooms to share special stories and pro-
vide insights to the mysteries of our faith journey.
Lock In:  The J2A group had a marvelous time exploring 
the Sanctuary in the dark, games, a movie and homemade 
pizza during an overnight stay in the Church.
Canterbury House: Visit to Canterbury House for brunch 
and to learn about the college experience from two recent 
college graduates, Chris Watson and The Rev. Matthew 
Lukens, Chaplain of Canterbury House.
Journals:  Mary Wessel Walker shared her insights with the 
J2A class in the creation of beautiful journals, presenting a 
meaningful and joyful means of spiritual expression.
Pilgrimage: Fr. Alan, Ransom Duncan, and Chris Watson 
led a group of 10 young men from the J2A class received a 
send off blessing for their pilgrimage to San Diego. “One of 
the goals was to help them consider where they see God in 
the world.” During the trip, we provided a guiding thought 
for each day, and paired it with activities that allowed us 
to explore the city. Each day, before breakfast, Father Alan 
spoke to the group about a Saint and offered a question 
to consider, for example asking us to think about who we 
should serve with our gifts and abilities on the day we hiked 
through the desert.” From C. Watson, September 2018 Issue 
of The Network 
YAC Liturgy: The class members, now recognized as Young 
Adults in Church (YAC), assumed roles in the Liturgy and 
shared their Pilgrimage journey with the congregation.  The 
milestone welcomes the young adults to the congregation as 
full adult members in the life of the parish.
Confirmation: Confirmation Preparation classes for 15 
young adults with Fr. Alan concluded with a “reflection 
presentation.”  Derived from the Episcopal Handbook, the 
candidates were invited to explore “the great joys and won-
der of the Episcopal Church” with a concluding presentation 
to their peers and parents. The sacrament was celebrated in 
November with Bishop Gibbs followed by a reception.
High School Seniors: Explored many different contemp-
orary topics throughout the year in youth forums, joined 
by guest speakers and at social outings.  Activities included 
summer barbeque, bowling, seeing “A Beautiful Boy” at the 
movies followed by café conversation, and the creation of a 
“self-care toolbox.”   

Prayer/Comfort Blankets: YAC and Senior High School 
members made fleece prayer/comfort blankets for special 
friends in time for the holidays, offering love, support and 
prayers for hope and healing. 
Senior High School Recognition:  Seven graduates re-
ceived a TLC package with remembrances of St. Andrew’s, 
a special prayer book, and beautiful handmade prayer shawl 
from the ever gracious and generous prayerful work of Julie 
Case, Lorraine Field, Julie Lewis, Elaine Mouradian, Chris 
Rochman, Donna Wessel Walker, JoAn Wetzel and Mary 
White.  
Ministry:  All youth groups participate in ministry as 
Church School classroom assistants, childcare providers, 
acolytes, ushers, lectors, choir members, and volunteer 
monthly at the Breakfast Program.

Health & Safety
• Safeguarding God’s Children: Teacher training certifica-
tion and Diocesan compliant.
• Fire Drill conducted in October during Fire Safety 
Awareness week.
• Classrooms and toys are routinely sanitized.
• Allergy and medical alert lists are maintained and pro-
vided for each classroom.

Appreciation & Gratitude 
We are ever so grateful and count on the support of the won-
derful teachers, parents, friends and parishioners that vol-
unteer in various ways to sustain and enhance the Church 
School program as well as bridge connections in sharing the 
faith formation journey for our children and youth.  The staff 
of Kathy McPherson, Kate Riedel and Carla Webb along 
with weekday office volunteers support many of the be-
hind the scenes preparations for the classroom and seasonal 
events:  Thank you - Stephanie Barker, Sharon MacBride, 
Elaine Headly Mouradian, and Mary Jane Williams.

A Special Thank You
Our volunteers make up a wonderfully diverse group of ded-
icated teachers and mentors.  They are all at different stages 
in their lives; mothers, fathers, grandparents, and friends, 
working together to provide the environment and support 
that best provides opportunities for our children and youth 
to grow in God’s gifts of faith, hope and love. We too can 
grow in our own knowledge of and faith in God when we are 
open to learning and sharing in the joy of discovery with our 
children and youth. 
In faith, hope and love,
Carol Andrews-Ferguson     
Director of Children and Youth Ministries
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Episcopal Health Ministries
Our Episcopal Health Ministries celebrated thirteen years 
of effort in October.  In 2018, the group’s orders of business 
have been:
• to offer blood pressure screening every Second Sunday
• to continue a Driving Ministry which provides 

parishioners with rides to health care appointments
• to continue in follow-up to a 2013 parish-wide survey on 

End-of-Life issues. In November we provided a seminar, 
“Life and Death in America: The Role of Advance Care 
Planning.”  Dr. Adam Marks reviewed the changing 
patterns of life and death in America, and outlined how 
to regain control of health care decisions in the event 
of a serious illness.  Adam Marks, MD is the associate 
director of the Adult Palliative and Supportive Care 
Clinic at the East Ann Arbor Health and Geriatrics 
Center. More to come!

• to continue to maintain our AED, and provide 
parishioners, parish office staff, and clergy with annual 
AED/CPR refresher classes

• by utilizing the services of the Michigan Visiting 
Care, in 2018, we provided seasonal flu shots for 36 
parishioners

• along with the flu shots, we held a “Drug Dump” event, 
filling a 5-gallon bucket with unwanted or expired 
medications, which were then appropriately disposed -  
there is a link to “Episcopal Health Ministry” on the St. 
Andrew’s website, with a link to “Resources”, including 
Advance Care Planning: http://standrewsaa.org/uploads/
File/EHM_Resources.pdf 

We always welcome new members!
Current Members: Sue Bickley, Karen Bombery, Ann 
Garvin (Convener), Mary Hunter, Patricia Lyndale, Mark 
Pavach, and Marcia Wilkinson.  
Support staff: Dan Hunter, Chris Bickley, Steve Hastings.
 -- Ann Garvin

Eucharistic Bread Baking
Do you like to bake?  The church is looking to add new 
bread bakers to our bread-baking rotation.  Bakers work 
from a provided recipe, baking five loaves of bread on Friday 
and taking bread to the sacristy on Saturday mornings.  
Volunteers sign up to bake once every one or two months.  
Anyone interested in signing up for this satisfying endeavor 
should contact Elaine Mouradian (headlye@gmail.com) to 
become part of the rotation.  Recipes and instruction are 
available.
It’s been a pleasure working with the other bakers and I look 
forward to meeting any new persons who would like to join 
us. 
Current Bread Bakers:  Claire and Harry McLaughlin, 
Katie Koch, Liz Sweet, Nancy Borgeson; Roger King, 
Kris Hermanson Briegel, Dennis and Jeanie Powers, Carol 
Bennett,  and Elaine Mouradian.
 -- Elaine Mouradian

Funeral Reception Committee
The funeral reception committee “meets” very sporadically, 
that is, we are only active when the need arises, and in 2018 
we had thirteen receptions following services. What we do 
is set up the parish hall or lounge (depending on the num-
ber of people expected) with white tablecloths and a buffet 
table, bake cookies, serve refreshments and beverages using 
St. Andrew’s beautiful silver pieces, and clean up afterward. 
Sometimes the family chooses to have the reception catered 
and then we work together with the caterer. We also coordi-
nate displays of mementos and flowers. And sometimes the 
reception is held off site and we don’t have any responsibilities. 
 
Those helping regularly are Sharon and Phil MacBride, Julie 
and Bob Lewis, Lucy and Norm Richert, Mary Edwards, 
Patricia Bard, Jude Wilson, Mary Bates, Liz Sweet, Michael 
and Lorraine Field, and Harry and Claire McLaughlin. We 
also have additional parishioners who regularly contribute 
cookies. If you would like to add your name as a helper or 
cookie provider, please email me at clairesmclaughlin@
gmail.com.
 -- Claire McLaughlin

Reports of Parish Life at St. Andrew’s
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History and Memorials Committee
The St. Andrew’s History and Memorials Committee met 
eight times in 2018.  There are 3-6 active members.  Activity 
for the 2018 year included:
Monthly Docent tours after the 8:00 and 10:00 am services, 
scheduled for the third Sunday of each month except July, 
August, and December.  An insert in the Sunday bulletin on 
Docent Sundays featured the subject of interest to be pre-
sented.  Docent Sundays in 2018 featured:

a. January:  the George Washington Patterson Plaque 
  (south wall)
b. February:  Helen Douglas Plaque
c. April:  The Rev. Henry Lewis Photo Portrait
d. June:  The Walter Colby Front Doors
e. September:  The Palmer Tower and Hall Bell
f. October:  The Harpin Tankard
g. December:  The Rev. George P. Williams Cross 

The minutes of the Organ Project Committee were contrib-
uted to the Archives.  These have been filed in binders and 
are on the shelves of Archives in the Acolyte Room.
A box of Sunday bulletins and publications was contribut-
ed to the archives.  These have been reviewed and Vestry 
Minutes, Networks and members’ biographies have been 
filed.  The remainder has been transferred to the Bentley 
Library, the custodian of the Church’s records.
The Wikipedia entry for the church has been put on hold 
since many of the references are to the church history books, 
which are not available on the web.
The committee recommended that the photo portrait of the 
Rev. Henry Lewis, Rector from 1922-1960 (and for whom 
the Parish House was dedicated and named) be moved from 
the alcove by the elevator on the first floor of the Parish 
House to the Lobby.  This has been accomplished.
There were  interments in the Memorial Garden in 2018:

Marie Kuhlman (1945-2018) 
Whitmore Gray (1932-2018)
David J. Young (1957-2018)
Leo A. Leverault (1921-2017)
Elizabeth Carpenter (1923-2018)
Jane L. Barney (1914-2018)
Thomas M. Bradley (1932-2018)
Richard C. Porter (1931-2018)
Sally E. Baker (1922-2018)
Suzanne R.H. Ross (1963-2018)
Arthur B. Wendt (1921-2018)
Enid M. Gosling (1925-2018)
Roland L. Meade (1940-2018)
Warren D. McLean (1936-2018)
DJ Wireman (1985-2018)

Their names have been added to the memorial plaque on the 
adjacent wall of the Parish House Chapel.
 -- H. M. Hildebrandt

Meals Ministry
St. Andrew’s offers a meals ministry to those who may need 
a few meals for their family due to a variety of circumstanc-
es.  In this past year, we have supported several people by 
providing 76 meals. The task of providing meals has often 
fallen to several core people.  We would like to expand our 
list of volunteers.  If you are interested in being on a list to 
provide a meal, please email Carmela Brown at carmelab@
umich.edu.
Meals can be purchased or homemade.  We usually use the 
Meal Train online system (mealtrain.com) which allows 
people to choose the best dates that fit their schedules to 
provide meals.  Thank you so much for your generosity this 
year.  The meals were gratefully accepted (and consumed).
 -- Carmela Brown

Parish Callers
In 2018 there were 16 parishioners visited by 10 callers with 
a backup list of 3 callers. Begun in 1992, Parish Callers is 
a service available to parishioners who are mainly confined 
to their place of residence, be it for a short or long period. 
This “ministry of presence” is an effort to keep in touch and 
maintain a church connection with those people by phone or 
visit, at least monthly, and fill their needs for support, social 
contact, or simple errands as appropriate. It is coordinated 
by Julie Lewis under the auspices of Father Alan Gibson. 
There was no annual meeting in 2018.
Parish Callers delivered flowers at Easter and Christmas to 
those unable to attend services. In addition to visits, short 
notes were sent on a regular basis to several former or home 
bound parishioners as a way of keeping in touch. 
On the first Tuesday of each month an average of 4 parish 
callers attended the Eucharist, tea and social time at Glacier 
Hills Retirement Community; residents who needed assis-
tance were escorted by callers. An average of 15 residents 
attended the service each month, with reminder calls from 
the office on the day of the service greatly appreciated by the 
residents. Eucharist is celebrated in the chapel by members 
of the St. Andrew’s clergy. 
 -- Julie Lewis
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Our mission is to present plays that entertain and provide a message.  
Sometimes it’s a comedy, and other times, very serious, like The Diary of 
Anne Frank. All of our plays bring many people together sharing their tal-
ents and working long hours to make each production successful. Whether 
it is on the stage or behind the scenes, it takes a lot of very  committed 
people to make it happen! 

Spring
Our spring supper theater production was the ever popular and charming 
Annie.  Unfortunately I became ill and Norm Richert stepped in assisting 
me in many ways, including directing the show. I sincerely thank him for 
that. Despite it’s bumpy start, our production successfully brought to life 
Annie and her orphan friends through a large and dedicated cast.  
Having had great enthusiasm for the brunch matinee of 2017’s The Diary 
of Anne Frank, we experimented with our long-running supper theatre for-
mat and brunch matinee for the Sunday performance that proved to again 
be popular with the audience.
The Saint Andrew’s Players will be returning to the wonderful world 
of The Wizard of Oz in the spring of 2019. Our first meeting will be on 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 in the Rainbow Room - we hope to see you there!

Summer
Each June we gather a troupe of players (teens and adults) from various 
churches to form The Marketplace Drama Troupe. For three days we ap-
peared on the grounds of First Presbyterian Church and acted life in Jesus’ 
time. The theme last summer was “27 A.D.” The troupe’s hard work and 
talents really helped bring 27 A.D. to life and greatly enriched the Vacation 
Bible School experience for dozens of children!

Fall
This fall the Saint Andrew’s Players presented Our Town by Thornton 
Wilder. Considered by many to be the greatest American play ever written, 
the popular story, set in the early 20th century, shares a slice of life depict-
ing it’s struggles and joys. Many people shared how meaningful  our pro-
duction of Our Town was to them. The play ran for two days with a brunch 
matinee on Sunday that was very well attended.

Winter
On Christmas Eve we performed The Pageant of the Bells during the 4:00 
pm Family Eucharist. Can you believe this was the 50th Christmas Pageant 
that I have directed for St. Andrew’s?!? We had around 50 people in the 
cast and crew -  a wonderful size at the busiest time of the year! My thanks 
to my assistant Catherine Carver for helping make this pageant possible.

What will be on the playbill of 2019?  It’s up to you! We appreciate all 
suggestions. Some have included: To Whom It May Concern and The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever. Have something in mind? Let us know what you 
think . . .  
 -- Nancy Heusel

Report of Theatre at St. Andrew’s
Report of the Director of Theatrical Ministries
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Report of Music at St. Andrew’s
Report of the Director of Music

What a wonderful year of music was 2018!

Adult Choir
The dedicated volunteers of the Adult Choir 
continue to practice on Thursdays from 7:15-
9:15 pm, sing weekly at the 10:00 am liturgy, 
and provide leadership for many special 
services and concerts throughout the year. 
Our first scheduled special event of the year, 
a concert of “Alleluias” for the last Sunday of 
Epiphany on February 11, was rescheduled due 
to bad weather. We were all disappointed to 
have prepared such a wonderful array of music 
and not be able to share it, so we put our heads 
together and were able to present the concert 
during the Easter season on Sunday, April 22. 
“Alleluia” works were rung, sung and played, 
by composers such as G.F. Handel, F.J. Haydn, 
César Franck, John Tavener, Olivier Messiaen, 
William Boyce, and Adolphus Hailstork, 
accompanied by Hsin-Jou Lee and Glenn 
Burdette.
Holy Week is always a particularly busy time 
for the choir, and we prepared many wonderful 
anthems for Palm Sunday and Holy Thursday, 
in addition to chanting the Tenebrae Service 
on Wednesday, March 28.  Easter Sunday was 
again a wonderful collaboration with the Ann 
Arbor Camerata, a University of Michigan 
student orchestra directed by Victor Huls. 
Together we were able to present W.A. Mozart’s 
Missa Brevis, K259 and F.J. Haydn’s Te Deum, 
Hob. XXIII:c1. On the afternoon of Sunday, 
May 20, we completed the Choral Sundays at 
4 series with Choral Evensong for the Feast 
of Pentecost, singing Veni Sancte Spiritus by 
Morten Lauridsen and the Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis (Collegium Royale) by Hebert 
Howells, accompanied by Aaron Tan.
After our summer hiatus, we jumped into the 
new season preparing for a performance with 
orchestra of Gabriel Fauré’s beloved Requiem 
for our annual November concert, assisted by 
members of the Vocal Arts Ensemble. This 
concert was made possible by an anonymous 
donor, and I want to express my sincere 
gratitude to the donor for making this deeply 
moving concert possible.  
We began the season of Advent at the 10:00 am 
service on Sunday, December 2 by presenting 
the O Antiphons service featuring settings 
by Peter Hallock interspersed with Advent 

anthems, readings and carols, and accompanied 
by the procession of our beautiful banners. 
On Sunday, December 16, we presented our 
traditional Christmas Lessons and Carols, 
including the time honored arrangements of 
traditional carols by Sir David Willcocks, as 
well as anthems by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 
Leo Sowerby and Will Todd. The Christmas Eve 
10:30 pm Festival Eucharist featured a Baroque 
chamber orchestra which accompanied us in 
two works by Dietrich Buxtehude; the cantata 
The Infant Jesus, BuxWV 7, and a delightful 
setting of the well-known carol In Dulci Jubilo, 
in addition to offering two purely orchestral 
settings of Christmas Concerti Grossi by 
Francesco Martini and Giuseppe Torelli. 
The entire St. Andrew’s choir is incredibly 
dedicated and works very hard to prepare 
the extraordinary volume of music that we 
are privileged to sing each year. The choir 
continues to grow in musicianship and spiritual 
expression through music, and I am blessed to 
work with them. We would always welcome 
new members, so please consider a vocation to 
the choir! 

Handbell Choirs
The St. Dunstan Handbell Choir, directed 
by Suzanne Bender, continues to practice on 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 pm, and plays 
once a month during the 10:00 am service.  The 
St. Dunstan Choir has added grace and beauty 
to countless services through their special 
musical offerings and in their accompanying 
many different liturgical responses and choral 
anthems, often requiring extra rehearsals. 
The Junior Handbell Choir, under the co-
direction of Shirley Harden and David Hunsche, 
has four beginning ringers and has assisted both 
the Cherub and Junior Choirs with handbell 
accompaniments at both Lessons and Carols 
and the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve service.  Dave 
Hunsche is also a fantastic cook and continues 
to lovingly feed the St. Dunstan Choir every 
Wednesday night.  I would like to thank him, 
Suzi, Shirley and all the ringers for their hard 
work and generosity of time and spirit.  I am 
often enthralled by the beauty of their playing! 
Both of the Handbell choirs would love to 
welcome new members, so please consider 
joining!
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Youth Choirs
The Cherub and Junior Choirs continue to 
rehearse every Wednesday.  The Cherub Choir 
currently has 6 energetic members and generally 
sings on the third Sunday of the month, both at 
the 9:15 am Family Service and at the 10:00 am 
service.  The ages of the children are 4-7 years, 
and they are learning what it means to be a part 
of a group, as well as some basics about music 
reading, vocal production and general chorister 
protocol. This year, the Cherub Choir also 
participated in the Lessons and Carols service. 
All children ages 4-7 are welcome to join us!
The Junior Choir has 6 very talented singers, 
and prepares many wonderful musical offerings 
each month, also participating in many of our 
special services and concerts. Special thanks 
to Sheridan Baird, who bravely opened the 
Lessons and Carols service with the solo verse 
of Once in Royal David’s City. This year at 
the 4: 00 pm Christmas Eve service, we were 
especially blessed to have Amy Porter playing 
her gorgeous flute, not only playing many 
solo settings of Christmas carols, but also 
accompanying the Junior Choir with a haunting 
obbligato line for our anthem  I Wonder as 
I Wander.  The Junior Choir continues to 
participate in Evensong several times during 
the year, assisting with leading the chants and 
offering an anthem.  Again, I encourage any 
students from 3rd through 8th grade to consider 
joining us!
Thanks to all the parents of the choristers who 
have assisted during rehearsals, and for their 
enthusiastic support of the Children’s Choir 
Program at St. Andrew’s.

Accompanists
I am very grateful for the assistance of our 
new choir accompanist, Sarah Simko, who is 
a Doctoral student in Organ at the University 
of Michigan. Sarah not only accompanies the 
children’s choirs, but through a generous gift of 
an Adult Choir member, she has also become 
our Adult Choir accompanist! Sarah is a real joy 
to work with, and we are lucky to have her with 
us. I would like to thank the anonymous donor 
for their generosity and support.

Concerts
The St. Andrew’s community remains generous 
in sharing our beautiful building with the 
wider artistic community. Most of Ann Arbor’s 
Academy of Early Music sponsored events are 
held here, because of the fabulous acoustics of 
our sanctuary and the welcoming attitude of the 
staff and parishioners of St. Andrew’s.  Special 

thanks to Kathy McPherson, who graciously 
works with the ensembles and me in scheduling 
outside musical events. This is a wonderful 
community outreach and service, and I want to 
thank all of you for your support of the arts and 
their potential for evangelization. 
Other community ensembles, such as the 
Ann Arbor Grail Singers and The Vocal Arts 
Ensemble continue to present concerts in our 
church building, as well as some University 
of Michigan students. In exchange for the use 
of our building, these groups or individuals 
give back to our parish community by sharing 
their musical talents with us either during the 
10:00 am worship service as soloists or extra 
choristers for large works, by singing the 
Compline service, or by participating in one 
of our concerts, further enriching our parish 
musical life.
Our own Music for Meditation series, which 
takes place 45 minutes before the 8:00 pm 
Compline service on the first Sunday of the 
month, continues to draw spiritual seekers, and 
really represents a “niche” within the musical 
life of Ann Arbor. During 2018, in addition 
to the above-mentioned choral presentations, 
we also hosted many other diverse programs. 
Special thanks to the artists who shared their 
beautiful musical gifts with us in these concerts:  
Naki-Sung Kripfgans, David Ormai, Teagan 
Farran, Hannah O’Brian, Dana Johnson, Daniel 
Brottman, Andrew Anderson and Charles 
Mokotoff.

Organ Fundraisers
In 2018 we also hosted three wonderful events 
as fundraisers for our new organ. On Sunday, 
January 28, many students participated in 
our “Student for Pipes” concert. In addition 
to several students of Debra Lonergan and 
Wendy Zohar, parishioners Kira Shaffer, 
Joy Bennett and Oliver Barron also donated 
their musical gifts. On Sunday, March 11, 
Amy Porter presented a breathtaking all Bach 
concert, “Bach for Pipes’, assisted by Joseph 
Gascho and Victor Huls. On Sunday, May 13, 
we enjoyed an Easter hymn-sing as the closing 
event to Hymnraiser 2.0, organized by Mary 
Wessel Walker. I am deeply grateful to all of 
these generous people for helping us to give 
birth to our new organ!

Weekly Services
Evensong continues to be chanted weekly on 
Wednesday Evenings from 6:00-6:30 pm. I am 
grateful to Donna and Jim Wessel Walker, Celia 
Bridges, Cindy Glovinsky, Ann Garvin, Shirley 
Harden, Steven Whiting and Leslie Stainton for 
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their devotion and commitment that makes these Evensong 
services possible. 
Compline also continues to be chanted on Sunday evenings 
at 8:00 pm, September- April. Our choir is growing, and 
I want to thank the dedicated singers who have assisted 
in leading this beautiful service: Celia Bridges, Brenton 
Erickson, Jonathan Gardner, Noah Gardner, Alan Gibson, 
Robert Hamel, Joshilyn Hoisington, Victor Huls, Jeff 
Ringenberg, Kraig Salvesen, Sarah Simko and Katie Sucha. 
Occasionally members of the Ann Arbor Grail Singers have 
also joined us for Compline. The Compline singers also 
offer beautiful special works of early music on Good Friday, 
including chanting the St John Passion by Heinrich Schütz. 
It is a privilege to work with these fine singers and to soak in 
the deep peace of the service of Compline.
The 9:15 am family service continues to be blessed with the 
musical leadership of the Cherub Choir and Sarah Simko, 
Mary Bates, Alice Sano Teachout, and Shirley Harden. I 
am deeply indebted to them for their expert assistance and 
generosity of time and talent. 

Individual Vocalists and Instrumentalists
I would like to thank all of the many individual vocalists and 
instrumentalists who very generously offer their time and 
talent to enrich our services: Danielle Augsburger, Pelham 
Barron, Oliver Barron, Mary Bates, Celia Bridges, Jackie 
Doneghy, Elaine Gazda, Alan Gibson,  Jonathan Gardner, 
Melissa Gardner, Noah Gardner, Cindy Glovinsky, Shirley 
Harden, Christina McKim, John McLaughlin, Amy Porter, 
Barbara Mackey-King, Margaret Nesse, Jeff Ringenberg, 
Alice Sano, Katie Sucha, Lew Towler and Chris Watson.

Volunteers
An extraordinary body of behind the scenes volunteers 
supports the choir. Lucy Richert and Dave Hunsche serve 
as our librarians and are of invaluable assistance in keeping 
all the music for all the ensembles labeled, filed, sorted and 
organized! Chris Bickley has faithfully maintained our choir 
roster, served as our recording engineer and consistently 
and quietly keeps thirsty singers supplied with bottles of 
water. Donna Wessel Walker and Dennis Powers are deeply 
appreciated for their written musical commentaries on 
the hymns and anthems in the Sunday bulletin.  I am also 
grateful to our Communications Coordinator, Kate Riedel, 
for producing the beautiful posters and concert programs 
that have added so much visual beauty to our public image! 

Sometimes when I am alone in the church, I hear echoes 
of all the amazing music that has baptized our hallowed 
walls, and I am filled with gratitude. Thank you all for your 
ministry of music.
 -- Deborah Friauff

Organ Steering Committee
In November 2015, after several years of study by a special 
committee and discussion within the Parish, the Vestry ap-
proved a plan to replace our aging organ with a new me-
chanical action instrument located on the north side of the 
chancel, where we now find the bell choir.  A contract was 
signed with Richards Fowkes & Co. to construct the organ, 
and a fundraising campaign was initiated.  
When our contract was signed, there were two organs ahead 
of us in the construction queue.  We now expect construc-
tion on the St. Andrew’s organ to begin this coming summer 
and to require twelve months of work in the builder’s shop.  
Also this summer we will be making modifications to the 
chancel area and remove the current organ in order to be 
able to install the new instrument when it is ready.  When 
shop construction and site preparation are complete, the or-
gan will be transported to us in pieces and then assembled in 
place.  After assembly is complete there will be an extended 
period of time for fine-tuning, or “voicing” of the instru-
ment.  Putting all this together, we can anticipate a commis-
sioning concert for the new organ in late 2020 or early 2021.  
After three years of prayerful work, and thanks to the gener-
osity of 245 donors who made gifts both large and small, we 
have reached our fundraising goal of $1.875 million in gifts, 
pledges and special events.  What has been so gratifying in 
achieving this goal is the extremely high level of participa-
tion from within the parish to making this effort a success.  
But we will not stop raising money just yet.  For there are 
still some unknowns.  We’ll explain.
We expect to have construction documents later this win-
ter to enable us to begin soliciting bids from contractors.  
This brings us to the major unknown in the funding equa-
tion: INFLATION. When the contract was signed and the 
fundraising goal was established, allowances were made 
for moderate inflation in both the organ construction and 
site preparation expenses.  (Our contract with the builder 
contains an inflation factor linked to the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI).) Our estimate tracked fairly well with the CPI 
until last year (2018), when inflation became more signifi-
cant.  However, even though extra allowances have been 
made in the site preparation estimate, inflation in the build-
ing trades has exceeded the CPI.  Because of these collective 
unknowns, we will continue to raise money for the project to 
cover all of our expenses, and pledging to apply any excess 
funds to a special organ maintenance fund to seed the future 
care of our new and valuable instrument.
Thank you for your interest and commitment to this project 
that is so important to the life and worship of this community.
 -- Michael Field and Harry McLaughlin
 Co-Chairs, Organ Steering Committee 
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Sample Ballot for Vestry
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Annual – “All Parish” Meeting

January 27, 2019

Qualified Voters: “The right to vote shall be confined to such persons of sixteen years of age, or over, and for six months pri-
or to the meeting have been regular worshippers in the parish and are baptized, and are physically present at the meeting.”
 -- Parish By-laws, Article 1

Vote for four (4)
YOUR BALLOT IS DISQUALIFIED IF YOU VOTE FOR MORE OR LESS THAN FOUR (4).

                                                         _________ Trent Collier    _________ Ron Slone

  _________ Darwin Matthews   _________  Luke Thompson

  _________  Sandra Murchison   _________  Susan Wakefield
  

Sample Ballot for 
Deanery / Convention Delegate

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Annual – “All Parish” Meeting

January 27, 2019

Qualified Voters: “The right to vote shall be confined to such persons of sixteen years of age, or over, and for six months pri-
or to the meeting have been regular worshippers in the parish and are baptized, and are physically present at the meeting.”
 -- Parish By-laws, Article 1

Vote for one (1)
YOUR BALLOT IS DISQUALIFIED IF YOU VOTE FOR MORE OR LESS THAN ONE (1).

                                                         _________ Ann Garvin

                                                         _________ Sarah Inwood

Sample Ballot


